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Churchman Here Tells How He Escaped Russian Reds
THOSE who remember the stoi

of how the Marquis de Lant

nsc, of the Vandee, eluded tl

ansies of Danton and Robe

pierre will be able to appreciate tí

story of how the Metropolitan Plato:

one of the highest dignitaries In th
Russian Church and a conspicuous re]

reseatative'of the old régime in Kussi

escaped from the hands of the Bolshi

viki in Odessa. Platon, as he is know
in the Russian Church, is now in Ne
Ycrk, after many weeks of travel thi

took him from Odessa, bis diocese, t

Constantinople, thence back to Nove

riisk, where ho boarded a ship fo

America. He was aided in his escap

by the French and English militar

and naval authorities in the south o

P.ussia. He srrived in New York o:

the steamship Vladimir, of the Rus

sian Volunteer Fleet, several days age

Just as the French Convention out

lawed the Marquis do Lsntensc an«

placed a price upon his head, so di«

the Bolsheviki proclaim Piston outsid«

the pale of law and offer a rewar.

for 1 s capture dead or alive. Whei

the Bolsheviki swept down upoi

Odessa through the I'kraine last Marcl

tiiey caused large proclamations to b<
' published and placed upon the walls o

the tovms and villages alone the route

"The revolution has proclaimed thi

death of Platon. All loval sons of th«.

revolution will abide by this decisior

and act accordingly." The Bolshevü
commanders vowed that the moment

tbey reached Odessa they would exe¬

cute Piston. Platon told the story of

his persecution and escape at St
Nicholas Cathedral, Ninety-seventh
Street and Madison Avenue.

Faming Wild Beasts
"This was not the first time I faced
-ath at the hands of the Bolsheviki,"

;e said. "In the early days of the

olshevik régime, when I resided in

cow, I maintained official relations

.3 them as a representative of the

;rcb. In these days they were not

uite as brutal and bestial as they
cw to be later, when they began to

their power slipping from their
-!t and grew more desperate in

;r efforts to retain it. At that time
confined themselves to insults and
lations, which they heaped with a

nerous hand upon the members and

; resentatires of the church.

"It was more than once that a Bol-
..evik official put his fist to my face
i threatened to strike me. But I

..iways brushed him «side with a kind
word or a satiric admonition. You

see, fortunately, I possess the pow
of taming wild animals. I utilized
to good advantage in the days of tl

old regime, when I lived In .you

Russia, and singlehanded halted mol

of thousands of hoodlums and Bla<

Hundred» in Kishineff, KiefT, Cl.ot

and other cities, bent upon killing &r

plundering the Jewish population."
I'laton then told of how he stopp«

a huge mob of 20,000 Black Hundret

in KiefT by appearing in his regalia i

the principal public square and a«,

monishing them to desist from rourde

and pillage. In a few moments, he sail

the mob, bent on killing and destruc

tion, fell upon its knees, prayed wit

him and dispersed.

Many Priests Murdered
"But If the Bolsheviki had succeede

in killing me," he continued, "the;
would have added only another victir

tc that already long martyrologue o

the Russian Church under the Bol

shevik régime. I would not have beei

the only priest they murdered. The;
have murdered hundreds of my broth

ers of the church and thousands o

pensants who dared to raise thri

voices in behalf of the church. On«

of my objects in coming to Americi

is to reduce this martyrologue of thi
Russian Church into writing.

"We were living in cnmparatlv«
peace and calm in Odessa," said Platon

"until tho Bolsheviki swept down inte

the Ukraine. Then began an orgy oí

pillage, destruction and murder. I find
no quarrel with the principle that the
worker should get the fruits of his

t<il. But there are other people in

this world besides people in overalls

and peasant costumes. Against all

these the Bolsheviki have proclaimed
a holy war. Choke, kill every bour¬

geoise! That is their slogan, and I

must say they are consistent. They
are carrying out the dictum with

fiendish energy. As a matter of fact

we all seem to have lost tho caoacity
to think and feel In Russia. A tem¬

pest, a terrible tempest has struck the

sea of our Russian humanity and (Tie
waves are smashing upon each other

with immeasurable fury. We seem to

have lost the capacity to think and

understand each other. God grant
that the tempest may eoon bo over and

that peace and order may return to

our land."

Cintinuing his story, Platon »said:

"The French commander in Odessa,
General d'Anselme, promised me that
Odessa would never be surrendered in¬

to the hands of the Bolsheviki. He had
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plenty of Russian, Greek and French

troops at bis disposal to keep his

promise. Howev-r, when N'ikolaicff,

¡ Cherson and other cities fell into the

hands of the Bolsheviki, I visited the

general and asked him what he meant

1 by apparently deliberately surrender-

ir.g these cities to the Bolsheviki. He
Ined that the surrenders were

necessary for strategic reasons. In a

very few days, however, he sent his

adjutant to me and informed me that I

would hav» to leave the city.fer
r three weeks, he said. The ad fat

.-."onned me, also, that the city wo

« temporarily surrendered to the I

...eviki. I protested against this,
well as sgainst the plan to have

leave the city. I was virtually k

r.rpped, however, by French offle«

rushed upon a ship and taken to O

st'.ntinople. I remained in Constar

ncple several days and then preval
upon the commander of an EngL
cruiser to take ml to Novoriisk. I

rived In Novoriisk In the dead of nig
cirguiied as a peasant and went asbc

[p a small boat. There I bordered t

Vladimir and came to America."
Platon expressed the opinion that t

days of the Bolshevik régime are no

bered. He cited the clearing of t

Bolsheviki from the Ponetz coal bas1

told in last week's dispatches, and m
that the young Russian generals wa

ing war against the Bolsheviki we

animated with but one desire: to sa

Russia from the chaos and anarchy nc

enveloping her. He denied that the

aim is to restore the old régime.
"The old régime is just as impossib

in Russia as is the continuation of tl

régime of the Bolsheviki," he declare

"Both of them resemble each other i

their failures, cruelties and disregar
of the Interests of the people." H

said that as soon as Kolehak, Dato

»nd Denikin reach Moscow they wi

call a constituent assembly and 1«

this sssembly decide the future pc

litical structure of the country.
Asked whether Russia will remain

republic or will restore the monarch}
Platon said:
"We are not thinking of that Just vel

We are now concerned with riddini
<iur?elves of the Bolshevik nightmare
When that is done it will be tim«

enough to think whether or not wi

shall remain a republic or restore thi

monarchy. The constituent assembl]
will hsve the final word on that. It i:

highly probable, however, that the as

hembly will favor a federated republic
of Russian states on the American

plan."
President Wilson, Platon said, lost

nearly the whole of his prestige in

Kussia because of the Prinkipo pro¬

posal. "When Russia heard of the pro¬

posal," he said, "the whole country

laughed. Everybody laughed, without
nctioa of political opinion. One

nrght as well have (^orzmanded the

stars to stop shining as to command the

civil war in Russia to s'op. Wc are

all mad in Russia and our mad-

ness mast run its course, until sanity
returns to us once more. Bolshevism

is s disease, a terrible disease. I be-

liera, however, that the sr»r«a« at

convaleacenco has already began ant

the time is oat far distant whan th«

patient will b« «reII again. I hare great
faith in Russia despite her present
tragedy, and I belle-re that in ten 01

fifteen years she will be th« great«!
aiid most powerful country in Europe,
ready to faca her enemies, wherevei
they may be."

Platon expressed chagrin at Amer-

ca'a failure to support the anti-Bolshe¬
vik forças in a military way. Ha
urged that instead of the withdrawal
of «h« American force« tn Russia they
be in«easea.

I'laton waa particularly pessimistic
on the Jewish question in Russia. Lie

prophesied that the Jewish popoluioa
will suffer greatly for the s-ns of the
Jewish leaders among the Bolsheviki.
and particularly for the behavior of
Trotzky.
"TroUky," he said, "is looked np«a

a« a real power behind the Bolshevik
régime. There was a time when Lenin«

represented that power, but Len'ne is

now aperdlng hi« days brooding tsrts

the tragedy his madness ha« pro¬

duced, while Leiba Brocstein-Trotxky
ia parading about Russia in military
uniform, playing the rôle of command»

er in chief and ordering unspeakable
outrages. I must give him credit,
however. He is a pretty slick and

courageous fellow. Ho know« h!«

business. As far as tho Innocent Jes*.

III population is concerned, I fear

greatly that an infuriated and out«

raged population will make no dis¬
tinction between the sinners and th«
innocent. That is the great crime of
Boitheviam. By perpetrating inexcus¬
able and unapeakable cutrages it ha«

unloosened a tempest of bestiality and
brutality in the bread, ignorant masaea

of the country. It will be a heroic task
for us, the intelligent and educated
portion of the population, to hold thes«
instincts in check. We hop« we may
succeed."

Cure for Bolshevism
Platon' expressed great fear at the

danger of Bolshevism gaining a foot¬

hold in America.

"Since ray arrival here," he said, *T

have been told there ij a strong Bol¬

shevik undercurrent at work in your

country, to«. Don't let the hydra
raise its head. I am informed that

you hare quite a considerable part of

your population rooting for Bolshev¬

ism. Let these people go to Russia

and see for themselve:-. I believe th«y
will be cured quickly enough."

Battlefields, With Wounds Healing, Await Tourists
By Chester W. Shafer

'¦ tie, Ambulance SS9, Sanitarj
Train S10, A. E. F.

FROM Chateau Thierry to th

Veale isnt quite the sam

journey this year that it wa
. ' in 1918. As a matter of fad

the only features that remain un

.ar.gcd are the intervening kilo

metres.

Last year it took the O. D*-eoV
ored and mouse-acented America!
soldiers from Jury to OctobeT t<

make the trip, and they negotiate«
the distance in the face of th«

fiercest opposition the Germans couli

muster. Now it requires only a daj
to d:> the trip in a Ford, and if th<

traveller is lucky be ean make Sols-
s*ona in time to catch a glasa of vir

rouge and the evening accommoda
tion back to Paris.

At the same time the degree oi

opposition depends entirely on th<

bulk of the souvenirs collected. Les:
thai a year ago the marines and the
doughboys squashed the Hun design!
on Paris and reduced the M&rne sali¬
ent to the proper orwnership. Onlj
about eight months have elapse«;

- since that most famous sector oi
the war was absorbed. And in that

*. time it has been changed frorr
the greatest battleground of history
fo the most prized sightseeing thea¬
tre in Europe. It took guta to go tc

*-h» Vrjüe in 1918. Now all that is re*

«aired b a pass from general head¬

quarters, or no pass at all, and

transportation.
The hero« of Chateau Thierry,

the raen who did those wilting
drives last summer, are either hack
in t).o Ftatea or they are interred
wl.'r« they fell. Today the Junket
Is being made by soldiers and gobs
>,'i 1-ave, AWOLs, by V. M. O, A.

and K- of OL secretaries, by officers
and dignitaries from all nations of

the «¿lobe, and by civilians who arc

«rxceptionally well to do. They stare

their ways over the shattered routes
in trucks, limousines, ambulances,
motorcycles or "au pied." Thou¬
sands have already passed. They
climb the slopes of Belleau Wood in

delightful parties. They laugh ami

skip and Ah! over the ground that.
less than a year ago, was won by the
Inch. They hurry through Vaux and

Ffare-en-Tardenois; they gaze at the
ruined piles that once was Fismes;
they bare their heads at the count¬
less wayside cemeteries and graves;

they marvel and they wonder how it
was done, and they make their col¬
lection of souvenirs and go cm When

they have finished, they tell of their
wonderful trip. Which it is now.

And ever will be.

June a Year Ago
Both the Boche and the Allied

artillery battered Chateau Thierry.
The Germans tossed in their mon¬

ster GI cans (high explosivo shells)
and followed them down the hill
into the northern part of the city,
in squad formation, singing the vic¬

tory yodels for God and the King
and tho Faderland. That was in
June last year. Then the French
and the Americans countered in the
shelling. The stone houses crumpled;
the buildings were blasted ; the
bridges were destroyed. And the
shelling- was continued until along
in July when the Jerries attempted
to cross the Marne. A machine gun
battalion of the third division not

only crimped the plan, but furnished
mvrh groundwork for many a cross

bearing the words "Flier Ruht."
But in spito of all this action many

places of the city escaped with

slight damage.
Chief «unong these was the "gar««"

.the railroad station. This was

scarcely tout hed and the sign of the

'city, spelled with whiv letters on a

blue enamelled background, remains
a

as it was on the wall near th* main

doorway 1» ading to the trains. Last

year this sign attracted no atten

tion. This year it is the first objed
to catch the eye of the tourist. Be

fore it, to-day, every one poses foi

a snapshot. Back to the sign, hal

off, be sure that the letters art

showing, smiling, that famou3 name

is entered on the films of everj

camera that enters the city. Or

some particularly good days the

lir.eup for place stretches out to the

tracks. Should the French govern¬
ment ever take advantage of this

preeminent feature of Chateau

Thierry and levy a tax of one franc
the pose o/i the sightseers the huge
war debt of the nation would vanish
as quickly as it was achieved. Aftei
a time this craze will result in a

new species of bore.he who proud¬
ly points and declares "That's me at
Chatoo Tierry."

Ready for Tourists
Aside from the sign on the depot

Chateau Thierry of to-day offers
little. It has its ruins and those
who are working to clear up the
il« bris and put the city back on its

pre-war basis. The Marro rushes
along under wooden bridgea thrown
"\<r by American engineers. The
shopko'jpers havo hauled out the
«tones and mortar, dusted off the
remaining shelves and are offering

matchbox holders with the
"i.ott Mit l'ns" circle, lace handker¬
chiefs with the embroidered letters
UB 'uvenir de France" or "For My
Swi i theart" and every Imaginable
souvenir of the war. Near the
d< pot I'.'iul Leferre has repaired

fO of trade, "Vins et Liqueurs,"
in the hupe of patronage, and one

uprising hotelkeoper has hung
out a notice, "Steam Heated
Rooms," one of which wasvliberally

ventilated by a shell and is stil
open to repair.

There are a few poilu guarí
about and the villagers are ftxinj
up as best they can. The
have all been repairer!. In the yir
of one ruined home stands a rustj
American machine gun. In th«
of débris are cup? of rifle cartr
Hundreds «¿f the homcj are bu1
masses of stone and mortar. Some
shells merely plumped through
leaving behind e jagged hole. Hut
the residents are at work on recom-

struction. They have looked into the
prospect of the number of visitors in
the future. In a short time the his
toric place will be ready for all

who go there, and good accommo«la-
tions may be had at the cu'-i

prices that the French think tin
Americans should pay. And there
will be sufficient ruins left un¬

touched to satisfy the craving of the
tourists for many years to come.

Prisoners at Work
On the way to Vauv, through the

lines of splintered trees, there are

(icrman prisoners. They are r«

ing some of the damage they in¬
flicted «luring the war. And this
year they afp not in squad forma¬
tion. Neither do they yodel the
songs for Cod, the Kintr and the
Fa.lerland. They work, 1 ut not as-

siduously. They nove slowly
deliberately. A gang of fif
these "prisonniers de guerre" i«

piisli about as much in a

redheaded American youth would
do in three-quarters of nn hour
Their chief idea is to get the
over with. The rooner the better.
Two French soldiers were guard¬

ing a gang up the hill out of Chi
Thierry. The poilus wore four»
rageres and carried rifles, with bay¬
onets fixed. All but one of the Ger¬
mans were loading a wagon with

gravel. The one was peeling the po¬
tatoes for the noon meal. When a

party of American soldiers and gobs
approached, the prisoners immedi-

.Iropped their work. And, de-
the feeble protests of the

guards, they began offering souvenir
for sale. Fach one had sev¬

eral, made in spare hours. metal
rings, with black «*xoaaea imbedded
in the face. The Americans pa
and dickered, and several sales
were effected, the price ranging from
five to fifteen francs. German pris¬
oners such as these make very good
money selling these rings. Ar.d when
(hey go back across the Rhine and
get a few hundred marks for every
franc they won't be long growing in-
tluentiai.

vidual graves.French, Ger¬
man and American.are scattered
ilong th? roadsides into Le Thiolet.
u t as hey are along every road in

t, ted regions of France.
Mi;s'. i f .h^ra are marked by rude
crosses. Also there are cemeteries.
One, off to the left of the road near

S straw?tack, was surrounded by a

fence made from birch poles which
ghastly white in the sunlight.

The men had been buried in two

trenches, each of which had a com¬

mon mound. The crosses were ar-

ranged at the head, in an orderly
row. Each bore the American
drcorntjon, a tin circle of red, white
and blue. And on tho small tin

i the name, identification r.um-

ber and company v.ero engraved.
A cemetery such as this was near

the road at Belleau Wood. And in
the field stretching over to the wood
there were countless shell holes,
tilled, each one «-f which was num-

bered on a board driven into the
ground
The Violets Grow

Belleau Wood, with its shattered
trees and rocks, its dugouts and its

seeming impregnability, offers a

chance for violets to grow now. It
is back 100 yards or so up a slope
from the road and its recesses are

difficult to gain. No one struggles
up to the higher rocks without
wondering how the feat was ever

accomplished under fire. Under a

tree which had been felled by a

shell was a shoe, an American hob,
partially filled with water. It was

laced to the last eyelet and the laces
were securely knotted. A slit down
each side showed where it had been
cut off with a knife. And there
was a bullet hole just where the
ankle must have been. It told just
one of the stories of the fighting
and the suffering in the wood. Not
far from it a board had been
stuck in the ground. On it were

the words, printed in pencil, "Two
German Soldiers." That told an¬

other story. Which made it fifty-
fifty with the shoe.

Like Central Park
Belleau Wood was geographically

similar to Central Park, New York,
before the summer of 1918. Since
that time it was thoroughly
shredded. Over the bowlders and
through the thick underbrush the
marines attacked on July 6, 1918.
Sustaining heavy losse¿ they won
the wood. And the French govern¬
ment, in honor of the achievement,
has renamed it "Le Bois de la Bri¬
gade des Mariner."

Beyond Belleau Wood there are

fields. One peasant has a crop of
wheat sprouting on a ten-acre plot
this year. He has elenrod away the
hnrliM wire entanglements, filled
the trcnchcB and shell holes, picked
up the dit>earded rifles and grenade
butts, piled up the \duds and the
shell casings and has gone to work
where he left off about five years

ago. Farming in the shelled regions
is not what it used to be.

Bourjschs3 comes after Belleau
Wood in the tourist's Itinerary.
Ruined also, like the others. But
thp village blacksmith has returned.
He has patched up his shop and has
nis forge running. Every now and
then he shoes a horse or repairs the
damage to some farm implement.
At an intersection of roads near

the Croix Rouge farm there are

American and Italian cemeteries.
Both are surrounded by fences. On
the Italian graveó are helmets and
rifles and other bits of war para¬
phernalia. The American graves
have the conventional crosses. And
tacked to the post at the gate lead¬
ing into the American cemetery U
this sig
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Fismes, with its romantic name,
¡3 just across the Vesle. The road
leading down from the heights has
been repaired and another Ameri¬
can bridge spans the little stream.
The Americans never crossed the
Vesle. The fight stabilized there
until the armistice was signed. But
the Germans in Fismes did not eleep
well nights. The American artillery
reduced most of the homes. To-day
there is a tin sign advertising auto¬
mobile tires which got in the way of
fully 300 American bullets. It is
the worst puncture in France.
From Fismes on to Soissons the

demolition was so complete that
very little escaped. Shell holes and
ruins are everywhere. And by this
time, on the 191D junket, devasta-
tion has grown so common that it
passes unnoticed. Travellers are

"fed up" when this stage of the
journey is reached, and there are
few exclamations.

Chinese colonials are working
along the roads oh the various ro-

construction projects. Gangs of
Senegalese and Mor-jccans are build-
ing railways and bridges. They
work slowly and lackadaisically.
The streets of Soissons have been
cleaned up. The debris has been
pushed back from the pavements.

Many of the business houses are-

operating again, selling cheese?.
souvenir pcsicards aud sou'.

The station, which was damtged by
many air raids, is being fixed up,
and a French sentry examines tho«>
who pass.

Several cafés near the depot have
been opened, all of, which bear
traces of the bombardments. On
the door of each the French com¬

mandant, Gabarrot, has car-fu!'1-
tacked a written notice forbidding
the sale of any liquor with an alco¬
holic base to the colonial lab« r-

ers, the Chinese and the Annamites.
Because, as the madame explained
it, the colonials do not carry th> ir
liquor well.

Th" operations from Chitia'J
Thierry to the Vesle and on to S'o.:-
sons were the first to be started by
the American Expeditionary r ornes.

They took the sting from the Ger¬
man advance and made it possible
to use many transports to good
advantage this year. The main
routes through this region «ran Wst
used by the soldiers last year. II 7
«Tent 'cross-country. This year the
roads have come back into their own
and the sightseers go over thi ' P
in Fords and other vehicles. As they
go over they pick up the shell cas¬

ings, the discarded packs, the car¬

tridge clips and every available
souvenir that was left bohind by the
negro labor battalions thai
over after the armistice. But frw
real good souvenirs now rema..

though Belleau Wood wi.l otfer
splinters of trees and rock fef
countless years to come.

Up to April, this year, no right«
seeing, souvenir-hunting "tnpr- r

had stopped to take on the body of
a supply wagon that was to.-«! o*raf
into a field near Lucy-le-Be. .¦

a German shell. It bears ÜM
nature of the 6th Marine.-. Bui.
even though it has been passed up
thus far, it will net remain Ion.:.
Some gob on a three-day permit un

out of a base port will load H up.
weather permitting, and have it
transferred to his ship for passaga
home. And in the soaring iaf* ha
will use it advantagi re¬
mise in that never to be bvttled argu*
ment anent the respective suprem-
acy of the marines and the dough»
boys at Château Thierry. f£

The Traveller Discovers a Battleground Picture Very
Different Than That Existing During the

Fiery Days of 1918


